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ANNUAL MEETING RECAP  

Fred Grunder was elected to represent Pratt County at the annual meeting. Mr. Grunder replaces 

Vernon Hirt who served on the board for twelve years and as President for nine. We welcome Mr. 

Grunder to the board and we send thanks to Vernon for sharing years of wisdom with all of us. 

The board was also asked at the annual meeting to address the potential of proxy voting at annual 

meetings. Some members are questioning the language in the statutes relating to this method of vot-

ing. A detailed policy will probably be formulated and the by-laws will be changed and approved at 

an annual meeting if necessary. Talk to your county board member if you have concerns about the 

voting procedures. The board has been reviewing  specific information relating to the subject and 

will start a full review of the issue later in the fall to be prepared for the next annual meeting in Feb-

ruary. 
 

15-ACRE FOOT REGULATION AMENDED  

A public hearing was held on the proposed changes recommended by the Board of Directors on 

K.A.R. 5-25-15 in April and the rule became effective May 21, 2010. This regulation outlines the 

process in obtaining a water right for 15 acre-feet or less in GMD #5. Significant changes were made 

regarding spacing limitations and offset requirements. The regulation limits the number of wells ap-

proved under this regulation to one every mile while maintaining spacing requirements to other 

wells. Offsets are required in the Arkansas, Rattlesnake, Pawnee, and Wet Walnut Basins (see map 

below). So if an application would be filed within one of these basins, a specific amount of water 

would have to be reduced from an existing water right in order for the new application to be ap-

proved. The rule allows the offset to be up to 3.5 miles from the proposed well location of the appli-

cation. 

This regulation was amended to address the concerns of the District members in basins where the 

District is buying water rights. The concerns and questions were about why was District buying wa-

ter rights and then authorizing more water use through the fifteen acre-feet permits. As always, 

please call us if you have questions about this regulation.  
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